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GETTING YOUR HANDS DIRTY
with grammar

GETTING YOUR HANDS DIRTY
with grammar



Demand High

 Am I really challenging the full learning 
potential of my students? 

 The aim: to raise the quality and quantity of 
learning in my classes



We’re going to look at one way

 of being more demand high

 by looking at one common stage in many 
lessons

 When students have done an exercise 
(individually or in pairs) and the teacher leads 
a feedback stage to check answers.





Beyond “Correct” and “Wrong”

 1 Make a class of 5 ish. 

 2 Do the exercise as students (individually)

 3 In your groups of 5 ish – appoint one teacher. 

 4 Teacher: Go through the students’ answers and check them 
(in any way you want to. You have about 2 minutes)

 5 Thought experiment …

“If I wanted to extend this stage 
(going through students’ answers) 
to last 60 minutes … what are some 
of the things I could do?”
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meme
the Demand-High

Am I engaging the full human learning 
potential of the students in my class?



What is Demand-High?

 Are my learners capable of more?

 Am I under-challenging my students? 

 Would my students learn more if I demanded more of them? 
How could I do that?

 Are we “covering material” rather than focusing on the potential 
for deep learning?

 Do our sophisticated coursebooks steer us towards attending to 
the mechanics of task rather than to the learning? 

 Do I somehow rely on the task do the teaching?

 What shifts or tweaks can I make to what I already do to meet 
each student at their learning edge?



The ancient teachers didn’t try 

to educate their students 

but gently taught them 

not to know When students think they know the answers 

they are difficult to teach.

when they know that they don’t know, 

students can find their own way.

Not to know

is the beginning of truth. Pretending to know can be an obstacle

The student is his own healer.

When he knows 

that he does not know,

then he is able to learn.

First realise that you are ignorant; 

then, you can begin to know
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