
Another Time, Another Place 
Developing interest and insights into different cultures 



An Ideal World 

 

 

interest, motivation, different learning styles,  

 

learner interaction,  learner independence,  

 

creativity, multimedia, curiosity, prediction,  

 

surprise, discussion, grammar, vocabulary 

 



Culture 

 Connection between language 
and culture – sociolinguistics 

 

 The target language culture – 
the inner circle 

 

 Different cultures around the 
world – the outer circle 

 



Culture 

 More interaction and travel 

 

 Develop sensitive and effective communication 

 

 Awareness of differences and similarities 

 

 Offer empathy and understanding 

 

 Respect for other beliefs and ways of life 

 

 Interesting and enjoyable content 

 

 Contextual input flooding 

 



Finding Information 

 Video 

 

 Internet 

 

 Stories 

 

 Souvenirs 

 

 Photographs 

 

 Literature 

 

 Travel 

 



Why is the tourist so unhappy? 



Activities 

 Questionnaires 

 

 Reading comprehension 

 

 Video / listening comprehension 

 

 Comparing cultures 

 

 Web quests 

 

 Email  exchange 

 

 



Activities 

 Poster presentations 

 

 Multimedia presentations 

 

 Surveys 

 

 Tourist leaflets 

 

 Portfolios 

 

 Points of entry to discussion 

 



Activities 



Activities 

 Achievable 

 

 Clear stages 

 

 Interactive 

 

 Enjoyable 

 

 Learner-centred 

 

 Multimedia inclusive 



Celebrities 

 Coursebooks offer pictures and 
texts about famous people 

 

 Students identify with them 

 

 Interesting and enjoyable 
topics 

 

 Write biographies and 
presentations 

 



Extraordinary People 

 Read about extraordinary 
people and situations 

 

 Write about people they 
admire 

 

 Dreams and ambitions 

 

 Things we would like to  
change 

 

 Create bucket lists 

 

 



Extraordinary People 

 Create interest and flow 

 

 Encourage students  to ask 
their own questions 

 

 Understand events in history 

 

 Surf the internet for related 
information 

 

 Presentation on Amnesty 
International 

 

 



Music 

 Read about music and dance 
from around the world 

 

 Internet searches about arts 

 

 Write about favourite music, 
dance and festivals 

 

 Pictures and personalisation 



Communication 

 Communication and social 
networking 

 

 Find out about inventions 

 

 Most important developments 

 

 Comparison of past and 
present 

 

 Predicting the future 

 

 Multimedia presentations 

 

 



Mysterious Places 

 Fact finding and web quests 

 

 Pictures and personalisation 

 

 Historical insights 

 

 Create tourist information leaflets 

 

 Diaries and portfolio writing 

 



Explorers and Discoveries 

 Find out about famous 
explorers and discoveries 

 

 General knowledge quizzes 

 

 Photo montage 

 

 Poster presentations 



 
He ran to tell 
the governor 

and they 
 

 
He didn’t 

really know 
what he 

 

 
something 

caught his eye 
 
 

 
They found 

Tikal, the city 
the Mayans 

 

 
had built 

hundreds of 
years before 

 

 
He got to the 

top of the tree 
and 

 

 
walked 

through the 
jungle 

 

 
had seen but 

he knew it 
was special 

 

Explorers and Discoveries 



Distant Tribes 

 Offer insights into different 
people from around the world 

 

 Compare ways of life 

 

 Question stereotypes 

 

 Learn fascinating facts 



Literature 

 Introductions to literature to 
arouse curiosity 

 

 Reflect the ideas of a culture 

 

 Offers some historical 
background and perspective 

 

 A source of comprehensible 
input 

 



Myths and Legends 

 Read mythical stories from 
around the world 

 

 Write a synopsis, book or 
movie review for learner 
portfolio  

 

 Provides a personal response 
and sets up discussion 

 

 Enables comparison and 
intertextuality 



Charities and Organizations 

 Read about charities and 
voluntary organizations 

 

 Visit websites 

 

 Find out about third world 
issues 

 

 Reports and presentations 

 

 Fundraising 





Environmental Issues 

 Read about the environment 

 

 Develop insights about climate 
change 

 

 See what we have done to the 
earth and how it can be saved 

 

 Make surveys and reports 

 

 Include other multimedia 
activities 

 

 



Watch the video and put the events in order 
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